
Sponsored by: City Attorney 

CITY OF MARATHON, FLORIDA 
RESOLUTION 2013-84 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY MARATHON, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE RULES OF PROCEDURES FOR MEETINGS 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARATHON; REPEALING 
ALL RESOLUTIONS AND RULES OF PROCEDURE INCONSISTENT 
WITH Tl-IlS RESOLUTION AND THE RULES OF PROCEDURE ADOPTED 
HEREIN; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, staff has identified amendments that should be made to the Marathon City 
Council rules and procedures to comply with state law regarding public comments and to update the 
order of agenda items to conform to the way the agenda is currently compiled and published. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BYTHE CITY COUNCIL OFTHE CITY 
OF MARATHON, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section I. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein. 

Section 2. The Rules of Procedure for Meetings of the Marathon City Council , attached 
hereto as Exhibit "A," are hereby approved. All Resolutions and Rules of Procedures inconsistent 
with the Rules of Procedure adopted herein are repealed. 

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MARATHON, FLORIDA, THIS 24th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2013 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABS ENT: 
ABSTAIN : 

Snead, Ramsay, Keating, Cinque 
None 
Bull 
None 

THE CITY OF MARATHON, FLORIDA 

Mike Cinque, M r 



ATTEST: 

Diane Clavier, City Clerk 

CITY SEA 

RM AND LEGALITY FOR THE USE 
HE CITY OF MARATHON, FLORIDA ONLY: 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR MEETINGS OF THE MARATHON 
CITY COUNCIL 

RULE I. AGENDA 

(a) Proposed Agenda . The Ci t) Clerk. at the direction or the City Manager, will 
prepare a proposed agenda for each meeting. A requcst to have an item of business 
placed on the agcnda must bc reccived prior to the deadline announced by the Clerk for 
the upcoming meeting. Prior to thc agenda deadline. any Cit) Councilmember may have 
an item placed on the proposed agenda. Additionally. the Cit) Attorney may request of 
the Clerk that items bc placed on thc agcnda. i\ cop" or all available supporting 
documentation will be attached to each proposed agenda item. Upon completion of the 
proposed agenda. each Councilmember will recei\ 'e a COP) of the proposcd agenda and 
suppo l1ing documentation. and the agenda will be made mailable for public inspection 
and distribution at Cit) 11'111 and on the City's webpage. 

(b) Adoption of the A~enda. As its firsl ordcr of Dusincss. the City Council will 
discuss. revi se (if necessary). and adopt a tinal agenda lor the meeting. Thc Council will 
not consider any add-on items not brought forward during the agenda di scuss ion. 

RULE 2. Pl'BLIC ADDRESS To THE On Cal NC IL' 

The City Council will set aside a portion or C\CI") rcgular meeting for residents who wish 
to address the Council about items not on the agenda for the mccting. They will do so by 
signing up for item "Citi7cns' commcnts on agenda items other than those appearing on 
the agenda" [Those who ha\"e signed in will be gi\'en the lirst opportunity to speak. Time 
is limited to 2 minutes per speaker and 30 minutes total timc ror this agenda item .]. 

A resident \-\ho "ishes to address the Council on a particular item on thc agenda will do 
so by signi ng up for the item on \\ hieh the\" " 'ish to speak. L' nless othervv ise granted by a 
majority or the Council, speake rs will limit their presentations on an) iss uc or agenda 
item to three (3) minutes. 

Residents may also speak during thc public hearing process under. "Public hearings" 
[Those who havc s igned in will bc gi\Tn the lirst opportunity to speak. Time is limited to 
5 minutes per speake r.]." or during "Citizens' comments" ['I hose who have signed in will 
be given the first opportunit\· to speak. Time is limited to :; minutes per speaker]. 

Any individual. group. husiness, ur agenc, that" ishes to makc a presentation to the City 
Council \Viii have a Cit\ Councilmcmbcr spons(vr their request to be placed on the 
agenda. Such presentations. unless otherwise apprmcd D\ a nl<,jorit) or the Council. will 
be limited to five (5) minutes. 

I The federal and state courts. in construing the lirst amendmcn t rights of speakers at 
public meetings. have consistcnth ruled that such rights are not absol ute and speakers 
may be stopped or removed \\ hen thcir spccch disrupts. disturbs or otherwise impedes the 
orderly conduct of the public mceting. 
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RULE 3. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Items \\ ill be placed on the agenda according to the order of busincss. The order of 
bllsiness for each regular meeting \I ill be as !'Jllcllls: 

• Call to Order 
• Pledge or Allegiance 

• Roll Call 
• Appro\'al of Agenda anci Consent Agenda 
• Cit) Council Itcms proclamations. presentations and reports (public comment 

if action itcm) 

• Cit) Manager Repnn monthh' departlllcnt reports 
• Cit) Attorncl Report 
• Citizens' COlllments on Agenda Itellls Other I'han Those Appearing on the 

Agenda 

• Public Ilearings 
A. Ordinanecs I,ll' Pu blic Hearing and Fnactlllent (puhlic comment) 
13. Resolutions Rcquiring Public I icaring (puhlic comment) 
C. Quasi-.ludicial Itellls (puhlic comment) 

• Resolutions for Adoption (puhlic comment) 

• Citizens' comments 
• Council comments (non-substantile & non-discussion comments) 
• Adjournmcnt 

By general consent of the COllnci I. itcms n1aI' hc cl)nsidcrcd nut or order. 

Rl'LE .t. ACTION IlY TH E COlI"\'CI L 

Except as othcl'll ise pnll'ided I()r in these rules or proccdure. thc COlineillVil1 proceed by 
motion. An) Coullciimembcr Ill;:}: make a motion. 

RULE 5. SECOND REQllI~ED 

To be discllssed or acted upon. a motion requires a second from another Councilmember. 

RULE 6. DEIl\TE 

The Mayor \\ ill state the motion and then orcn the 1100r to debate. The Mayor will 
preside ol'er the debate accorcling to the foil 011 ing gcneral principles: 

The maker or the Illotion is entitled to speak lirst. 

A Councilmcmbcr \lho has 110t spoken on the issue lI'ili be recognized before 
someone \\ho has already spoken. 

Rl'LE 7. 

A COllncilmcmber m3) make onl\' one 1ll0tiOll at a time. 
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Rt I f. 8. ~tll~TI"rl\l 'IOIH)" 

i\ suhstanti'L' nHllion is out olonkr \I hik anoth~r suhstQllti\e motion is pendi ng. 

Rt I.E 9. .\DOI' liD'" In 1\11.10101' \ () II 

A motion \I ill be adopted b\ a mal(lril~ orthe \ol~s G1SI. <1" defincd in the Cit;. Charter. 

Rtl.F 10. PI(OCFDt R II '10110'" 

(a) Certain 'lotions .\Iltme<l In additi(ln 10 suhstQnti\e pr\lposa ls. only the 
I(llllll\ ing procedural Illotions. and IHI olhers. are in (lrlkr. l nlcss ot hen\ ise noted. each 
mOlion is debatahle. Ill~" he amended. and r~LJuircs a maiorit\ of \otes cast. J'or adoption. 
Procedural mol ions arc in ordcr \lhile a substantive motion is pending. and at other times. 
e,cept as othem ise no led. 

(h) Order of Priorit, of 'lotions In order ofl'l'lllrit\ Ihe procedural mot ions are: 

!\lotion I. To .\ppl·al a Prol'e<iural Ruling of the '\la~orf\ ' icc-,\1a~or. A decision 
of the: \1n:or \'i<.:c: \ja:or rulill~ d Illplion in PI' (lui {II" {ll"<.ICr. dl:lcrmining whether a 
speaker has gl.lIl~ hI.:': ('nd n.:a~{)Ili.lhk "wlldartis PI' c...'llllrlcs: in his remarks lhereb) 
disrupting the meeting. or enkrldining and ans\lering a questi on of parliamentar) 
procedure ma~ be app~a1ed to th~ «luIKi\' I hi s ,Ippeal is in orde r immediately after such 
a dec ision is announccd. and ~Il no othe r time. I he \Ja\or Vice Mayor need not 
recogni/e Ihe ('ouncilmembcr m~I~lnt' th~ moti(ln. and the l1lotion (iJ' limel) made) may 
not he ruled out oJ' orl\cr. 

;\Iotion 2. To \djoul'l1 I his nlLltllln Illa\ he malle onh at the conc lusion of action 
on a pendint' suhstanti\<' mailer and Illa\ not intcrrupt delihcration OrG pending matter. 

;\Iolion 3. 

,,"lotion .t. To Su"pcnd Th\' Rules . H\ rnaiLlrit\ \ ote the Council ma) vote to 
suspcnd onc (II (lr ml1l",' (11' these rule's unkss pl'llhlhrt,'d h\ I lorida IQ\I. 

Motion 5. To I)i, i<ll' a ('om pi", \lotion and Con,i(kr it h.\ Paragraph . This 
mLltion is in llrdl'r \I hen a (lllIlKilrn~mhcr \I islK'S tLl cLlnsider a separate' \ ote on subparts 
Llr a cOl1lplc, motion 

Motion 6. Prc\'iou" Que"ioll (" ro Call the Question"), This rnotion irnmediately 
clOSe's dchatc Gnd slL'ps any arncndrnclll to Ihl' II11m~diatct\ pcnding rnotilln. This motion 
is not amendahle and n(lt dehalahk 

Motioll 7. To Ilcf~r ('onsid~l'atioll 11K' (ouncil nu" deler a suhstanti\c motion 
Illr later considcr,nillil tIl an unsl'ccili,,1 time. nr tel a date and ti me certain. No 
suh,tanti\ c motil1n \I rtl be dekrred in this manner lilr more than thirl~ (3D) da) s. 

i\1otion H. To \mend. 

(a) . \n al11endl11ent to a l11otion I11Ust he I'crllnl'nt tn the suhiec t mater or the motion. 
An amcnument is impropcr ir ad(ll'tinn or Ih~ nHltl\ln \I ith Ihat amcndment added would 
ha\c the same l'l'fccl .. IS rL'.1\..'l'tIlHl 01 thl' original IllOli\lll. \ proposal to substitute 
compktd~ diJ'icreJ1l \lording ILlr a nllltiLln or an arncndment \I ill be treatcd as a motion to 
amcnd. 
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(b) \ nH'IIOn ma\ h.: amelllkd. ,md Ihal amendm':111 nUl\ be amended. but 110 further 
amendmenls ma\ bc mack unlillhc I;hl-ol"!i:rcd amcndmelll is disposed ofh\ a vote , 

I\\otion I), To Rc·coIIsider. I hc C,'unci! ma\ \plc 1" rcconsider ils aClion on a 
mall..:r fhl.' 1ll0tillil hl d~l St) Illll"i hI..' madc b~ " (llllIKlllllclllhcr \\ho \'() led with the 

pre\ailing side (the nwjoril\. e\C'epl In Ihc case 01 a lie in Ihal case Ihe "110'S" prevail) 
and on I) allhe mcc ling during \\llIeh Ihl' Ilriginal \nle \\as lakcn, 

Motion Ill. To I{escind or Repeal. Ihe Council Illa\ \Ole In rescind aClions il has 
pre\ inus" (akcn or 10 rep.:,,, ill'ms Ihal il has 1'1'''' inusl) adoplcd, 

\ 1ll0titll1 that is dct(-:ltcd 111<.1: hI..' rL'I1L'\\L'd at all: lak'r mecting. fhe motion to do so. 
ho\\c\cr. musl he made 11\ a (nuncJlmcmhn \\IHI \(llcd \\ilh Ihe prc\ailing side (Ihe 
maj(lril). e,ccpl in the caSe pI a IIC: inlhal case Ihe "n,,'s" prc\ail), 

RI LF 12, "IIIIDI!"\\1 01 \10110'\ 

,\ molion ma\ be \\ ilhdra\\ll 11\ Ihc inlnlduccr al al1\ limc he!lll'e il is amended or before 
the.: t:hair puts [he motion [(l a \PIL'. \\hichL'\t:'f occurs lir .... t. 

Rlll' IJ. 01 II 10YoII 

b'er, mcmher prcsen\. \\IlCI1 a ljUc',IIIln is I'u\, sh'llI \(lll' IInless Ihe Councilmcmber has 
a conflicl nl inlere,\. \n\ (puncJll11l'l11her ahstaining frol11 \uling must make a brief 
stalemcnl \\h\ he she is nnl \ 01 II]!.! on lhl' ik'111 and lill oul all appropriate paperwork 10 
he lilcd \\ Jlh Ihc Cil\ CkrL PllhU,"'1 In ('haplcr I 12. Ila, ~l;J\, 

Rllrl-l, ,\DJOI R'\'II '\101 \\1111'\( .... 

Council mccllngs \\ ill adj'\l11'l1 no !;,ICI Ih'lIl 1I'IIIIp,m , link" lhe mecling is "'lcnded b) 
a l11ajnril) "llhe Council Illc'n I"csc'nl \11 s\;llf and ( il\ CPlll1cilmem hcrs \\ill use their 
besl ertilrts 10 arri\ cal a ( nllnc" \ kellng n() laler Ihan 'i:,o 1',111, 

Rtlll:'. hTERPRFI \IJ()' 01 RIll" 

On l11allers 111\\1" ing f1"r11<11IIenlal'\ prllec'du!'c 11111 PJ'()\ ided li11' in lhese Rules of 
Procedure. Ihe (il) -\1I<,l'I1c\ " 1"Il'sl 1'''' i,,'d c'dili()n III R"her!\ Rules of Order shall be 
rej'el'enced 11\ Ihe ~ Ia\ Ill' '" pl'I'SlI"'" c' !'''lhcr Ihan hindin!!, 'Illd Ihe \la\or's determinalion 
shall hc linal I rllll rcque,1 I" ,l ( \\uncilnlc'l11hcr, Ihe (,1\ \lIllrI1C) sha ll inlerpret these 
Rules oj' Proccdure and f{llbcTI's Rliks "I (lrdn 1l)1' Ihe (',)IIllCil, 
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